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Parent locator service 


Health, Education & Welfare Dept. (HEW) has estab- 
lished a Parent Locator Service (PLS) to implement a section of 
the Social Security Act Amendments (Public Law 93-647). Pur- 
pose of the PLS is to provide certain information to states to 
locate a parent who is not supporting his or her children—& who 
is under court order to do so. 


PLS is authorized to obtain the following information: most 
recent address, place of employment & Social Security number 
of any absent parent. (Until the law went into effect on July 2, 
Social Security numbers could not be given out; this hampered 
states & welfare agencies in their search for an absent mother or 
father & resulted in adding abandoned families to welfare rolls.) 

PLS, which is already participating with 43 states, is avail- 
able to anyone—on welfare or not. Some states require a court 
order before they will try to locate a missing parent, & there has 
to be proof that the individual is being sought for child support 
services only. PLS cannot be used, for example, to locate an 
individual who has run away from a spouse or to find out about 
an inheritance. 

Law says each state is required to exhaust its own resources 
to locate the absent parent before turning to PLS. 


In trying to locate a missing parent, the first thing a person 
(or his lawyer) should do is go to the local welfare department— 
even if the person is not on welfare—& give all the information 
available. Each state is required to have its own locator service 
for this purpose. If all else fails, the state can go to PLS, where a 
$5 locator fee is charged for non-welfare persons but no fee is 
charged for those receiving public assistance. 


It should be noted that PLS does not violate the Privacy Act 
that states, in part, that information maintained in a system of 
records may be made available to employees of the same agency 
who have need for certain information to do their jobs. In locat- 
ing parents, HEW records are involved, & PLS is part of HEW. 
PLS employees can get the most recent address, place of 
employment & Social Security number to aid the states. PLS 
may also get information from Internal Revenue Service (IRS). 


(This information can be disclosed without the consent of the 
missing person.) 


Details—Federal Register: July 2, page 27314. 


X-rayed baggage 


Foreign airlines checking carry-on luggage at US airports 
are now required to meet the same radiation & performance 
standards established for x-ray equipment that is used by US 
airlines. (They do not have to use x-rays at all, but if they do, 
certain standards have to be met.) 


In addition, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) re- 
quires that signs be posted telling consumers that x-rays will 
not harm ordinary film. In 2 places (British Airways at Dulles 
airport in Washington, DC, & John F. Kennedy airport in New 
York) where x-rays can harm this film, signs telling customers 
to remove all film must be posted. (X-ray & scientific film can 
be harmed & should be removed.) 


Film & other photographic equipment can be physically 
inspected instead of going through an X-ray examination. 

[Since last fall, FAA has also required foreign airlines that 
fly into the US to use passenger screening procedures similar 
to those required of U.S. airlines. ] 


Details—Federal Register: July 22, page 30106. 


Directory 


Office of the Federal Register has published a new “Di- 


rectory of Federal Regional Structure” in a special section of 
Aug. 9 Federal Register. 


Directory shows a map of 10 Standard Federal Re- 
gional Boundaries that were established in 1969 to streamiine 
Federal field office operations. Agencies were urged to adopt 
the uniform boundary systems—those agencies conforming to 
the system are listed in the first section of the directory. 
Names, addresses & telephone numbers of key regional offi- 
cials are listed for each of the 10 regions. Regional maps of 
agencies not conforming to the uniform regional system appear 
after the first section, along with appropriate names, ad- 
dresses & telephone numbers. 


Consumers wishing to get in touch with regional govern- 
ment officials should find the directory useful. 


A copy of this special section (Part VII) of the Federal Register 
costs 75¢ from Office of the Federal Register, General Services 
Administration, Washington, DC 20408. 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 9, pages 33452-33543 


>. 


Smoking on trains 


On Aug. 11, Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) de- 
nied a petition by National Railroad Passenger Corp. (Am- 
trak) to reconsider ICC’s regulations on smoking, location of 
first aid kits & method of telling passengers what their rights 
are. 

Amtrak wanted summaries of passengers’ rights to be 
posted in cars or published in timetables (instead of 
printed on ticket envelope or separate sheet within envelope as 
is now required). In addition, Amtrak asked that first aid kits 
be made available only in food service cars (instead of on all 
cars, as is now required). Those requests were denied because 
ICC said Amtrak’s arguments were not “substantive.” 


Amtrak objected to ICC’s prohibition against smoking in 
dining cars because it said such a prohibition is likely to deter 
potential customers & may result in passenger resentment. 
ICC decided to consider the discomfort of the non-smoking 
diners instead. 


Highlights of the smoking regulation are: 

e Smoking is prohibited on trains except in certain areas 
having fire resistant materials & good ventilation systems. 

e If train cars meet the above requirements, smoking is 
permitted in private sleeping cars, snack cars, parlor cars & 
lounge cars. 

e Smoking is prohibited in full service dining cars. 

e Smoking may be permitted in any other car in a ratio of 
up to one smoking car for every non-smoking car of its type; 
unreserved coach, reserved coach or dome car. 

e Pipe & cigar smoking permitted only in private sleeping 
ears & in cars that have been designated as smoking areas in 
their entirety. 

e Each car must be clearly designated as smoking or non- 
smoking. 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 13, page 34260. RATE 
REGISTER: May 15. 


Federal Register clarity 


Sept. 20 is deadline for comments on Office of the Federal 
Register’s (OF R) proposal to require Federal agencies to sub- 
mit easy-to-understand documents for publication in Federal 
Register. 


For almost 4 years, OFR has required that all Federal 
regulations to be published in Federal Register have a 
preamble describing “the contents of the document in a manner 





sufficient to apprise the reader, who is not an expert in the 
subject area, of the general subject matter of the rulemaking 
document.” OFR said many agencies have improved their 
documents, but because of increased public interest in Federal 
regulations & increased number of documents, it is necessary 
to take further steps. 


The Administrative Committee of the Federal Register 
proposes a standardized format at the beginning of each docu- 
ment that contains a simple introductory summary, an expla- 
nation of the issues involved, any differences between final 
rule & proposed rule, response to public comments received, & 
appropriate impact statements (such as inflationary or 
economic). 


[General Service Administration’s (GSA) Consumer Rep- 
resentation Plan (Federal Register: Nov. 26, 1975, page 55245) 
includes a discussion on consumer involvement in the rulemak- 
ing process & specifically asked for comments on how the Fed- 
eral Register could be improved. | 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 5, page 32861. Send com- 
ments to Special Projects Unit, Office of the Federal Register, 
General Services Administration, Washington, DC 20408. 
Telephone: 202-523-5240. 


Pet food 


Food & Drug Administration (FDA) is reaffirming its pol- 
icy requiring that all ingredients in pet foods—including 
water—be listed in decreasing order of predominance. This 
means that if water is used in the pet food, it may not simply be 
listed at the end of the ingredient list as “water sufficient for 
processing” as the Pet Food Institute requested. Original 
deadline for compliance, Oct. 12, 1976, has been extended to 
June 7, 1977, to give smaller manufacturers more time to buy 
complying labels. 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 10, page 3 


3573; April 14, page 
15731. 


Lead in paint 


Comments are due Sept. 24 on Consumer Product Safety 
Commission’s (CPSC) proceeding to determine the safe level 
of lead in paint under the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning Preven- 
tion Act & Consumer Product Safety Act. In addition, as indi- 
cated in CONSUMER REGISTER: Aug. 15, public hearings on the 
dangers of lead poisoning are scheduled for Sept. 13 & 14. 


In the past, lead was used as a pigment in oil-based paint, 
lead content sometimes reaching a level of 50% of the paint. 
Since then, modern technology has taken the lead out of pig- 
mentation, but lead is still important as a drying agent in the 
oil-based paint. 


Details—Federcl Register: Aug. 10, page 33637. Send com- 


ments to Secretary, Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
Washington, DC 20207. 


Labeling small food packages 


Oct. 12 is deadline for comments on Food & Drug Admin- 
istration’s (FDA) proposal to permit manufacturers of 
individual-service food containers to use small-size print on 
their labels. This would help in getting all of FDA’s required infor- 
mation on a small surface. 


Proposal is a result of a petition by Smith Kline Corp. 
requesting permission to use type size measuring .8 milli- 
meters (1/32nd of an inch) on food containers—such as salad 
dressings, half ’n’ half, non-dairy cream & catsup—that are 
served with meals in restaurants, hospitals & on planes. No 
exemption is allowed unless the package has a total area of less 
than 19.4 square centimeters (3 square inches) available to 
carry a label or if there is insufficient area on the package 
available to print all required information in a type size of 1.6 
square millimeters (1/16th of an inch). 


Because the petition as published would have the effect of 
exempting packages of food sold at retail, FDA is proposing to 
limit the exemption to food intended for institutional use. FDA 
is aware of consumer objections to type size exemptions that 
make labels difficult to read. Type size measuring .8 milli- 
meters is about twice as small as the type in a big city telephone 
book or in classified ads in a metropolitan newspaper: 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 12, page 34051. Send com- 
ments to Hearing Clerk, Food & Drug Administration, 5600 
Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 


Hearings & meetings 


EYEGLASSES—Federal Trade Commission (FTC) an- 
nounces an additional public hearing on advertising of glasses 
& ophthalmic services: 

Sept. 8, 9:30 a.m. 

Room 532 

Federal Trade Commission Bldg. 

6th & Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 

Washington, DC 20580 

(Prepared statements of witnesses will be available for in- 
spection in Room 421, Federal Trade Commission, after Aug. 
20. For additional information, call: 202-523-3435. 
Details—Federal Register: Aug. 11, page 33925. 

BEEF RESEARCH & INFORMATION—Agriculture 
Dept. announces the following hearings on a proposed national 
research & information order for beef. Enabling legislation for 
this proposed order is the Beef Research & Information Act 
(Public Law 94-294) “to enable cattle producers to establish, 
finance & carry out a coordinated program of research, pro- 
ducer & consumer information, & promotion to improve, main- 
tain, & develop markets for cattle, beef, & beef products.” 

Purpose of the hearings will be to (1) get information on 
the economic & marketing conditions of beef; (2) determine if a 
nationwide beef research & information program is necessary; 
& (3) determine what procedures would be appropriate to carry 
out the law. 

Sept. 14, 9:30 a.m. 
Baker Hotel, 1400 Commerce St. 
Dallas, TX 75201 


Oct. 5, 9:30 a.m. 
Denver Federal Center, 
6th Ave. & Kipling St. 
Denver, CO 80225 
Sept. 28, 9:30 a.m. 
1112 Federal Bldg, 
1000 Liberty Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 


Oct. 7, 9:30 a.m. 
Conference Room 503 
U.S. Customs House 
San Francisco, CA 94111 


Sept. 30, 9:30 a.m. 
Holiday Inn, I-85 & Monroe Dr. Room 113, Federal Bldg. 
Atlanta, GA 30324 Des Moines, IA 50309 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 17, page 34772. 


Oct. 12, 9:30 a.m. 
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For you 


These forms are for you to 
use, if you wish, in commenting 
on any Federal Agency pro- 
posal summarized in CONSUMER 
REGISTER. Of course, if you 
cannot get your comments on 
the front & back of a form, feel 
free to continue your comments 
on additional paper. 

Send comment forms to 
addresses listed in the sum- 
maries. 

CONSUMER NEws is publish- 
ing these forms in cooperation 
with Food & Drug Adminis- 
tration (FDA). 


Rate Register 
Buses 


® Council on Wage & Price Sta- 
bility (CWPS) has asked Interstate 
Commerce Commission to reevaluate 
its proposals to improve intercity bus 
service [CONSUMER REGISTER: Aug. 5 
& Dec. 15, 1975]. Proposed standards 
included toll-free telephone informa- 
tion service, competent ticket agents & 
comfortable terminals & buses. CWPS 
said that “it would be desirable for bus 
service to reflect the standards as pro- 
posed,” but it asked ICC to consider 
the costs & how consumers of bus 
transportation might be affected, 
expecially in rural areas, where provid- 
ing bus service is only marginally prof- 
itable. 


Mail 


e Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission (ICC) has denied a request 
by 2 of United Parcel Service’s (UPS) 
main units for a 5% rate increase. ICC 
approved a 3% increase, that became 
effective Aug. 9. UPS had originally 
asked for the 5% increase in De- 
cember 1975, but the increase was 
held up at that time because 2 of 
UPS’s customers objected [RATE 
REGISTER: Jan 15]. 


Planes 


e@ On Aug. 10, Civil Aeronautics 
Board (CAB) approved a 2% increase 
in domestic air fares, effective Sept. 
15. According to CAB, this would 
give the airlines a 12.1% rate of re- 
turn on each one’s investment, just 
0.1% higher than CAB’s guideline. 
Airlines blamed continued inflation as 
their reason for needing the increase. 

@ United Airlines has asked Civil 
Aeronautics Board (CAB) to approve 
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Rate Register 
(continued) 


a new discount fare for foreigners 
(not including Canadians & Mexicans) 
who travel in the US. Highlights of 
the proposal, which would go into ef- 
fect Jan. 1, 1977, include (1) 20% re- 
duction for the off-peak season & 15% 
reduction during the summer season; 
(2) requirement that tickets be 
bought overseas at least 30 days in 
advance; (3) requirement that pas- 
sengers travel via United while they 
are in the US; & (4) requirement that 
foreign travelers visit at least 2 cities 
in addition to the one they arrive in. 

e Delta Airlines is permitting 
passengers on its international routes 
to check up to 3 items of baggage 
without charge if they weigh less than 
32 kilograms (70 pounds) each. 

e Civil Aeronautics Board 
(CAB) has deferred action on re- 
quests by Trans World Airlines & Pan 
American Airlines to approve a 
simplified transatlantic fare struc- 
ture to become effective Nov. 1 
[RATE REGISTER: July 15]. Request 
detailed a new advance purchase in- 
clusive tour fare without group re- 
strictions, a more liberal advance 
purchase ticketing rule, & a reduction 
in the number of types of fares of- 
fered. Although CAB praised the 
simplified fare structure—such as 
eliminating youth fares—it did not 
like parts of the plans that would have 
raised economy fares & reduced 
levels of excursion & tour-package 
fares. 


e On Aug. 13, Civil Aeronautics 
Board (CAB) approved Continental 
Airlines’ proposal to introduce night 
economy fares in 56 selected markets, 
beginning Aug. 15. New fares are 
10% lower than present night coach 
fares. 


Freight 


The nation’s railroads have asked 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
(ICC) to approve freight rate in- 
creases Sept. 20. Increases would av- 
erage 4% in the West & about 1% in 
the South & East. As usual, certain 
commodities are exempted from the 
increase—this time: clay, cigarettes, 
blankets, furniture, tires & aluminum 
traveling from the South to the West 
will not increase if ICC approves the 
new freight rates. 








